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	FRIENDSHIP LINKS

FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF EDMONTON AND AREA NEWSLETTER

May, 2006


DATES TO REMEMBER

May 1 – Board meeting

June 6 – Africa Night

June 12 – Annual Golf Tournament

July – Vegetarian potluck at Vriend’s

August 3-10  Hertfordshire Inbound

August 24-31  Los Angeles Inbound

September 6-13  Alaska Cruise

October 12-15  International

Conference, Dublin, Ireland

October – AGM

December – Christmas Social

February – Outbound to Mexico

and Costa Rica

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE                   

Life is like a bank – you have to make a deposit before you can get a withdrawal. A lot of people don’t even open an account!

Coming up in 2007 will be Inbound Clubs from the Netherlands and Karisyaka Bay, Turkey. We need ED’s for these. As yet we haven’t received further information on this from Atlanta as to the contact people in each of these countries. 
We will be hosting the Global Youth Institute for two of the three weeks the students are attending school here. This will be early July ’07. Thanks to Diana & Helmut for getting this off the ground and having Edmonton as the first club in Canada to host these young people in co-operation with Des Moines, Iowa, USA.
Outbound will be to Costa Rica and Mexico in February. Marjorie 

Eckert will be the ED.A sign up sheet will be at the Africa 

Presentation on June 6th.
Due to lack of interest the exchange to Florida has been cancelled.  The 4th National Conference will be held in Penticton-Okanagan October 11,12, & 13th, 2007 and I hope there will be good representation from our club as this is a new club and it would be nice to show our support.
Congratulations to Clarence and Herb for their excellent choice 

of design for our Edmonton and Area club pin. I had swapped pins with Clare McIntenty of the Manitoba club and now their club wants to come on a friendly exchange so all their members can have one; also to meet the two gentlemen who did all the  work!
In 2009, our 10th Anniversary, a festival is planned. This will require many hands to make it a Success. A festival takes the place of an inbound.

Updating all the manuals is in progress; there will be a few changes.

Another summer is knocking at our door. My wish for you all is to have a splendid summer enjoying time with family, friends, and neighbours, even doing a little traveling.

Yours in Friendship,

Marion

NEW CLUB DEVELOPMENT

Nancy Makepeace from the Hay River Club is inviting twelve members from our club to join them on September 8, 2006, for a short exchange.  Marjorie Eckert has volunteered to be the ED for this domestic exchange.  More details on this exciting adventure will be forthcoming soon.  Yellowknife is working at organizing their club and will be in operation by next year.

Marj Eckert

SUMMER READING
An opportunity to stock up on summer reading will happen on Tuesday, June 6, at the Africa Night potluck. Bring all your extra books and magazines to our first-ever sale.

Books will be sold at 50 cents each and magazines will be 2 for 50 cents. 

GOLF TOURNAMENT

A reminder that the GOLF TOURNAMENT is coming up on June 12.  Others may join for the POT LUCK SUPPER.  Please call Laura Larsen by June 1 @484-4503, if you are coming.

OUTBOUND BUJUMBURA, BURUNDI

and NAIROBI, KENYA

March 2006

There was no difficulty filling this outbound as many were eager to make their first trip to Africa. Our group was made up of 21 from our club and 4 from Lethbridge; we still had a waiting list from across Canada and the U.S.  We met at Heathrow airport in London for an overnight flight to Bujumbura, via Nairobi. When we stepped off the plane, we were met with many smiling faces and welcomes, as well as lovely warm air. We were in Africa!

The Burundi club is made up mostly of young people who have jobs and young children. Really old folks are rare in that country, and we were told that there are probably not more than 8 people over 80 in the whole country – a conversation resulting from the note that at least one of our group was that ripe old age. Burundi and neighboring Rwanda have been involved in a civil war from 1993 to 2003, and the economy is just now improving and the country getting back on track. We were the first visitors to the Burundi club, though  their members have attended international conferences.
They had done a wonderful job of organizing our week, including a 4-day tour of the countryside. We saw the spot that is considered to be the source of the Nile, memorials to the many children and adults slaughtered during the war, the stone tablet commemorating the meeting of Dr. Livingstone and Stanley in 1871, the production of tea from picking the leaves to the finished product, the noisy exciting city market where many of us couldn’t resist the bargains, the sacred compound of the former kings of Burundi, huge fields of pineapple owned by Dole. We brought supplies to a primary school and visited with the children, enjoyed cultural dancing, singing and drumming, were present as the Burundi club provided a meal for street children, stayed overnight at the John Paul II seminary while on tour, bumped over terrible roads, visited an orphanage that now has 15 villages and xxx children, laughed and sang on the bus, and had some wonderful history lessons as we went along by the members of the Burundi club. We loved them! They were so good and kind to us, looking after us, making sure we were well. How about mangoes for breakfast from the trees in the yard, avocados as big as grapefruit and passion fruit and papaya! There were welcome and farewell parties, as well as another one given by our group for the host families. We ate chicken, beef, goat, fish, beans, rice, salads, vegetables, plaintain, sweet potatoes. Sometimes water would be shut off to certain sections of the city. Sometimes the electricity went off for a day. Bujumbura folks cope with these realities every day and we soon got used to them, too. They gave us the best of everything they had, including themselves, and the friendships developed will be lasting ones. The Burundi club hopes to come to Edmonton in a year or two.

Nairobi is the largest city in east Africa, about 2.4 million. The road system has not kept up with the number of cars, and traffic was unreal! But the Nairobi club members drove us each day to our meeting place in the center of the city and from there we went by bus to our destinations. On the way, the ED would point out various points of interest, including the Canadian embassy. We spent one morning touring a bead factory, where women made a tremendous variety of beads, one by one, from clay. The finished products were marketed in a nearby shop where most of us left behind some Kenyan shillings. Our hosts were a big help when we visited a huge craft market another day, doing a bit of the bargaining for us, and pointing out items that we were unlikely to find elsewhere. Again, what we will remember most about this exchange is our wonderful hosts who accompanied us, fed us Kenyan specialties, and made us part of their families. 

We had arranged a short safari to end our time in Africa. We stopped at three lodges, went on game drives, saw the Big 5 and more, marveled at the sumptuous buffets spread before us at each meal, and enjoyed luxurious accommodation for five days. We will never forget this experience and the people we met.

Jessie Parker

HERTFORDSHIRE INBOUND

AUGUST 3-10

Our English Ambassadors will be arriving at 7 pm on Aug.3. This is a return visit and 7 of the ambassadors were hosts for our club members during our 2003 Outbound to England and Norway. It is going to be a smaller than hoped for number - only 13 or14, however, I am sure we will have a wonderful time. We will be having a welcome brunch on Friday, Aug.4 at the Pioneer 73 center in Devon followed by a visit to the Petroleum Interpretive Center. There will be a farewell dinner at the Robin Hood Center in Sherwood Park on Aug. 9. In between we have Heritage Days, Fort Edmonton and more! We have a great committee but would be happy to add a few more members.

Isabelle & Doug Southam

LOS ANGELES INBOUND

Twenty-six members of the Los Angeles Friendship Force will be arriving in Edmonton in the early afternoon of August 24, and leave early in the morning on August 3l.  I have held one organizational meeting and am holding another in early June.  We have received their biographies and pictures and I can tell they are going to be a great group of friends. 

Following the stay in Edmonton, they will be traveling through the Rockies and then briefly meeting with Calgary members.  The Fringe Festival is on in the early part of their visit and we are arranging for all of our group and

our ambassadors to have an evening's entertainment there (and afternoon, too, if the hosts wish).  Something new, which is in the works, is a tour of some of the exhibits and projects at the university.  Any additional

input as to interesting and exciting things to do during this week would be appreciated - just call me and tell me about it.  Clare Scott

MEMBERSHIP

Membership meetings were held in January and April.  Prospective members were contacted with information and information was sent out.  Follow-up calls were made to people who attended the January and April meetings and to others on the list. 

Members will be given copies of the International Friendship Force brochure and the Edmonton brochure to share with prospective members.  Please continue to give the names of possible members to Larry or Donna Wyatt by phoning 459 6761 or by e-mail: wyattld@shaw.ca.  We look forward to continued growth in membership

WORLD FRIENDSHIP DAY ACTIVITIES
MARCH 1, 2006

NORTH BAY CLUB – Int. Potluck and Games Night, Share photos and mementoes of past trips.

EDMONTON – On Mar. 1, WFD, the Edmonton and Area FF Club enjoyed raising a glass to friendship during the ethnic dinner in Sherwood Park at A Taste of India. It was a chilly evening with the cold wind blowing and a blizzard raging, but the hardy members donned their  boots and braved the weather and even brought friends.

CANADIAN CAPITAL REGION – Sugaring -off Party, cross country skiing, snowshoeing, sleigh ride, Singalong around piano.

 THIS WAS A  PRACTISE  RUN FOR FUTURE WINTER EXCHANGE

SHERBROOKE – torchlight walk around lake with community joining in

OTTAWA –  Outside city event , welcome by horseback riders, hay rides, fajitas, bonfire, Sharing CDs collected from recent exchanges.

LETHBRIDGE – International Potluck with guessing game and prizes. 
GUESS WHO?
This Friendship Force couple made front page headlines in a well-known publication, May 22, 2006. They have devoted a couple of weeks every year to some very needy people in Mexico.

They collect blankets, shoes, money and medical supplies; for those who are living in despair.

While there, they contribute in whatever manner is necessary at the time – carpentry, teaching, English etc.

Can you guess who they are? 

FELLOWSHIP

Two sympathy cards were sent out.

Susan’s mom passed away on April 9, 2006.

Marjorie’s mom passed away on May 7, 2006. 

How do you say good-bye to your mom? She has been there all your life...

A TRIBUTE TO MOMS

Your mother is always with you. She is the whisper of the leaves as you walk down the street. She is the smell of certain foods that you remember, the flowers you pick and the perfume she wore. She is the cool hand on your brow when you’re not feeling well. She is the sound of the rain that lulls you to sleep, the colors of a rainbow, she is Christmas morning.

Your mother lives inside your laughter, she is crystallized in every tear drop. 

A mother shows every emotion:

Happiness, sadness, love, excitement, joy, sorrow and all the while hoping and praying that you will only know the good feelings in life. She is the place you came from, your first home, and she is the map that you follow with every step that you take. She is your first love, your first friend, and nothing on earth can separate you. Not time, not space, not even death.

From the internet

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Past president   Mary Ellen Pawluski

President    Marion Boutillier

Vice-President   Helmut Nikolai

Secretary   Elma Paul

Treasurer   Helen Kieran

Membership   Donna Wyatt

Social Convener   Lil Limberger

History/Archives   Theresa Sarnecki

Communications   Linda Georgy

Fellowship   Myrtle Slack

Newsletter   Susan Supruniuk

Publicity   Laura Larsen/Clarence Collins

Inbound California   Clare Scott

Inbound Hertfordshire   Doug and Isabel     

                                  Southam

Nominating Committee   Jeanne Mackenzie

ANIMALS IN DANGER

Many African animals are in danger of extinction because of over hunting, desertification and the destruction of their habitats. Fill in the blanks to find out which ones need to be protected.

1. NILE  C _ _ _ _ _ _ _ E

2. R _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ S

3. E _ _ _ _ _ _ T

4. L _ _ _ _ _ D

5. G _ _ _ _ _ A

6. C _ _ _ _ _ H

7. O _ _ _ _ _ H

