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DATES TO REMEMBER

January 8/07- Board Meeting

January 30-Outbound Workshop

February 3- Luncheon (see p.3, Let’s Eat Out)

February 22-Mar.8-Outbound to Xalapa, Mexico and Heredia, Costa Rica

March 1- World Friendship Day

March 1-3-International Conference in Atlanta, GA

April 27,28,29 –Northern Rockies 

Regional Conference, Penticton,BC

May 14 – Board Meeting

June- Inbound, Karsiyaka, Turkey

July 1-20- Global Youth Institute

September- Inbound, Zeeland, Netherlands

September 10 – Board Meeting

October 11-13-National Conference, Penticton, BC

November 12 – Board Meeting

December 6- Christmas Party

FROM THE PRESIDENT
Happy New Year Friends:

The Friendship Force of Edmonton and Area is delighted with our continued growth this past year as well as our ongoing commitment to ‘noble causes’ and to fostering lasting friendships. We are looking forward to renewed and expanded experiences and friendships as well as exciting challenges in 2007.

A special welcome to our new friends;many of you have taken on responsible positions and active participation. Our membership overall continues to actively pursue the goal of building global goodwill through personal friendship at home.  I would urge all of you to make a sincere effort to participate in whatever role you are able or interested in; regardless of whether it is in a social function, involvement in a committee, organizing a new project or participating in an inbound or outbound experience.

We are looking forward to exciting challenges as our club continues to grow and expand.  As well as our two inbounds from Turkey and the Netherlands later this year, we are very excited about hosting the first Canadian exchange for Global Youth Institute in July which we expect will become a base for a Canadian Youth exchange program sponsored by Friendship Force Edmonton. Looking ahead to 2008, we are excited about a Berlin-Turkey Outbound, and a committee is in the process of planning an ‘Edmonton Festival’ to celebrate our 10th anniversary where we plan to welcome individual friends from clubs around the world.

I would like to urge all of you to take advantage of the many opportunities and experiences in friendship; and in a small way actively participating in fulfilling our goal of ensuring that ‘a world of friends is a world of peace.’  

In friendship,

Helmut Nikolai 

OUTBOUND TO COSTA RICA and MEXICO

26 members are preparing for the Outbound to Heredia, Costa Rica, followed by a second homestay in Xalapa, Mexico. Some members will take the pre-tour in Costa Rica; the others arriving on February 22. The itinerary includes a trip to the Poas Volcano, la Paz Watherfall Garden, 

a trip toSarchi, a city of artisans, and the Bella Vista Beach, a trip to Cartago and a visit to Lanskaster Botanical Garden and a trip to Punta Leona, a white sand beach with a tropical rain forest on the Pacific side.

We have not received the itinerary or list of home-hosts for Xalapa, Mexico yet.

Following the second homestay, some members will do a post-tour in Mexico City and surrounding areas.

A workshop will be held on January 30 at Horizon Village, Amenity Room, at 7:00 p.m.

Marjorie Eckert, ED

Costa Rica abolished its armed forces after the civil war of 1948. Today it has a very stable political climate and is a very safe country to visit.
INBOUND TURKEY

24 members of the Karsiyaka, Turkey

Friendship Force are making plans to visit our club from June 27-July 3, 2007.

We will begin planning an itinerary as soon as the above dates are confirmed. More information will be provided then.

Herb and Kay Holland, ED

INBOUND NETHERLANDS

The Zeeland, Netherland Friendship Force Club will hold a meeting soon to 

finalize their decision to come to Edmonton. At the moment they are unsure whether they can meet the minimum of 18 ambassadors. If the numbers work out for them, they would be looking at August 20-27, 2007. As soon as their plans are confirmed, we will begin planning an itinerary.

Irene Moir,ED

HOME-HOSTING SELECTION 

I have been asked to coordinate the hosting for 2007. Angela Seery and Ruth Sheppard have offered to assist with this responsibility. A committee will be responsible for the final selection of home hosts. This committee consists of the President, the Exchange Directors  and myself.

I want to thank Eryl Jones for her work in coordinating home-hosting over the past few years, as well as the development of the files that can be used on an ongoing basis.

Once the profiles of the ambassadors from the Netherlands and Turkey have been received, the information gathered and stored on our own membership will be used to make suitable matches. In addition, all members will be contacted to determine their wishes for hosting. At the same time, you will be asked if you wish to be involved in the home-hosting for the Global Youth Conference in July.

If you have any questions or comments, please call me, Marilyn Caskey at 483-6833 or e-mail@mcaskey@telus.net. 

REPORT FROM THE GYI PLANNING COMMITTEE

Plans are well underway for the Global Youth Institute scheduled for June 30-July 20, 2007. We are meeting regularly with a group of very enthusiastic teachers at the Victoria School for the Performing and Visual Arts (VSPVA).

We believe that we have an exciting program under development – details will be available for the next issue of 

Friendship Links.

The first week will be spent at the Strathcona Wilderness Centre.  This is an ideal facility that will enable the students and teachers to get to know one another and build team spirit that will be so necessary for the remaining 2 weeks of the program at the school.

We will be recruiting home-hosts for the visiting students from among the parents of children the school, but we also want to offer our FF members an opportunity, if they wish, to host an international student as well. You will be contacted by our club Exchange Host Coordinator after we have confirmed our incoming exchanges. The priority for club members will be to host for the inbound exchanges from Turkey and Holland.

Our club will arrange the Welcome

(June 30)  and Farewell (July 20) potluck dinners at the ACT Centre for all the students and their hosts. 

Have you considered a potential candidate for the program? Do you have grandchildren who would be interested?

The cost for the Edmonton students will be $600. US or $400. if the family hosts

one of the visiting students. We are working on the possibility of a weekend bus tour to Waterton with a stop at Head-Smashed-in Buffalo Jump and return through Drumheller with a visit

to the Dinosaur Museum.

Diana McIntyre and Helmut Nikolai

CHRISTMAS PARTY

63 party-goers attended the Christmas feast of turkey, dressing, potatoes and gravy, a variety of salads and side dishes, topped off with luscious desserts 

of every kind! 

After dinner the Costa Rica-Mexico Outbound group entertained with a skit about a  travel group who arrive at their destination feeling very tired and distractable. They do their best to make themselves presentable but being totally wiped out,  they comb their teeth instead of combing their hair and shave their heads instead of shaving their beards. Finally, after many hilarious antics,  the travel- weary folks DO wake up, complete their morning rituals and meet their home-hosts in fine form.

Lil Limberger

LET’S EAT OUT

Our next LEO will be a luncheon on February 3, 11:30 a.m., at the Acajutla Restaurant, 11302-107 Ave., Edmonton.

The cuisine is Mexican-Salvadoran.

WORLD FRIENDSHIP DAY

Suzanne Schnell has volunteered to organize an evening out at a restaurant  to celebrate World Friendship Day on March 1. More details as to time and place will be provided later.

BRIDGE DATES

The 4th Sunday of each month has been chosen as Bridge Night. The next date is

February 25th , 7:00 p.m.,at the home of Suzanne Schnell. For directions to her home, please call 459-4567 or e-mail:

sschnell@performancegroup.com.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Our group welcomes new members. There is an ongoing ‘potential’ members list. Meetings to explain the structure and goals of Friendship Force are held.  If the guests are interested, then follow-up visits are made to their homes where travel ideas, hosting commitments and interests are discussed. The paperwork is then completed. The membership committee is happy to receive the names of anyone who may be interested in joining. Membership fees are $35. for individuals and $45. for families. This amount is pro-rated as people join at different times of the year.

The next Orientation Session will be held on  January 28, 2007 at

2:00 p.m., Horizon Village, Amenity Room.

Please call Donna/Larry Wyatt at 459-6761 or e-mail:wyattld@shaw.ca

NEW MEMBERS

We are pleased that the following people have joined Friendship Force during the last year. We look forward to their friendship and contributions in the years to come

.

Helen Arnott joined in July and has been active on the Membership Committee. She has considerable travel experience, spending some of her early years in India. Helen is an active member of St. 

Albert United Church where she sings in the church choir and she is also involved in community choirs. Helen is also a member of the Mahatma Gandhi Foundation for World Peace.

Margaret Burt is a retired school counselor who loves to travel and host young people in her home. She is very interested in being involved with the Global Youth Conference to be held in July this year.                                      

Carole and Orest Baron are active members of our group and work on the Social Committee. They first learned of Friendship Force from people in Arizona. Both Carole and Orest love to travel.                                                    

Nora Gilbertson is a new member from Camrose. She is a retired teacher with extensive travel experiences, having taught in Europe. Nora lives in a heritage house in Camrose and loves gardening.                                           

Barbara Harvey is an active member of St. Albert United Church, especially ‘Healing Touch.’ She enjoys walking.

Barbara is an active volunteer in various organizations including Scouts Canada, Meals on Wheels and Grandmothers for a New Generation (Africa). Barbara is very well-travelled. 

Nick Kwasnycia has just retired from a position with a diesel power-generation company. He has had many interesting travel experiences. Right now he is visiting family in Australia. Nick is interested in golf, fishing, hiking and dancing.                                            

Zenia and Marsh Maydanski live on a farm in Chipman. They first learned of Friendship Force from Jean Yarmuch while travelling together in Ukraine. Marsh is a retired oil worker and spent some time in Australia and northern Africa with his job. Zenia had worked in a bank. They have two daughters and four grandsons.

Luona and Gary Nuckles live on an acreage north of St. Albert. They enjoy travelling. Gary is a retired electrical contractor and home builder. Lu was a secretary. She enjoys playing bridge. They have two daughters.     

Lisa and Dennis Rieger are friends and neighbors of Laura and Neil Larsen.  Dennis is a chartered accountant and Lisa is an event planner and bookkeeper. They have a son and a daughter at home. Lisa and Dennis are active Edmonton Oiler fans.

Suzanne Schnell  is the new secretary for our club. She is on leave from teaching and is active in the Retired Teachers’ choir. Suzanne has two sons and one grandchild. She is a keen gardener and she and her husband are busy decorating their new home.

Ruth and Dennis Vriend have been members for about a year now. They hosted a vegetarian pot-luck dinner at their organic farm in July. They also hosted a couple from England at the beginning of August. Ruth and Dennis have had many interesting travel and hosting experiences associated with their farm.       

Sam Yakimishyn is a French instructor at Grant MacEwan College in Edmonton. He has travelled extensively through all of Europe, including teaching exchanges in Switzerland and Ukraine.  Sam speaks fluent French, Ukrainian and rusty German as well as a smattering of Spanish. He is very active in sports, including cross-country skiing, swimming, running, cycling etc. His partner Deanna Gupta and he are planning a tour of Paris and the French countryside next summer.

Donna Wyatt

FESTIVAL 2008

To celebrate the 10th anniversary of 

Edmonton and Area Friendship Force a   festival will be held in September, 2008.  A committee is being formed to begin the planning. President, Helmut Nikolai, has asked Atlanta to NOT have an inbounds in 2008.

How do festivals differ from exchanges?

Festivals feature hotel stays with tours of  the areas, programs highlighting the local history and cultural events. The hotel stay is usually followed by homestays for two or more nights. 

Festival participants register individually rather than being part of a club exchange. With festivals, there is an emphasis on attendees getting to meet and know participants from different countries as well as meeting people that have been part of exchanges with our club in the past.

Anyone interested in helping, please contact Marion Boutillier  at 469-8940 or e-mail:mcbouti@telus.net. We are going to need lots of help.  

FELLOWSHIP REPORT

Sympathy cards have been sent to:

Ed and Margaret Zacharuk on the death of Margaret’s uncle, and to Elma Pawl on the death of her stepmother.

Get Well cards have been sent to Laura Larsen, Clare Scott and Leo Arditte, a 

friend from Los Angeles FF who visited our club in August. 

Thank you to everyone who called or sent cards when I broke my arm. Your

kindness is very much appreciated.

Myrtle Slack

Board of Directors

Past President- Marion Boutillier

President-Helmut Nikolai

Vice-President-Marilyn Caskey 

Secretary- Suzanne Schnell

Treasurer- Helen Kieran

Membership- Donna Wyatt

Social Convener- Lil Limberger

History and Archives- Theresa Sarnecki

Communications- Linda Georgy

Fellowship- Myrtle Slack

Newsletter- Susan Supruniuk

Publicity- Laura Larsen/Clarence Collins

Outbound 2007- Marjorie Eckert

Inbound, June 2007 –Herb/ Kay Holland

Inbound, Sept. 2007-Irene Moir

Global Youth Institute- Diana McIntyre and Helmut Nikolai

THE BEST TEA IN THE WORLD

 Members of our club who travelled to Africa will be interested in an article that appeared  in the Edmonton Journal on

October21, 2006.

Vancouver Sun reporter, Isabel Nanton, attended a tea auction in Kenya recently. 

Buyers  from around the world were busy tasting a variety of teas from many countries in Africa.  A tea broker stated that ‘the best tea in the world is grown on the mist-shrouded hills of Burundi.’ 

True to his judgement, the highest bid 

during the day’s auction was for tea grown in Burundi.

Jessie Parker
FIELD REP REPORT

At the moment there is no Eastern Field Representative for Friendship Force Canada, but an announcement will be made very soon. Marj Eckert  has agreed to stay on as Western Field Rep until January, 2008 for the sake of consistency. Her position will be posted in the fall. Please consider applying for the position.

We have 17 very active clubs in Canada. More have had meetings and are being mentored. I could use interested contacts in Nanaimo, BC, Whitehorse, YT, and Saskatoon, SK. If you know anyone around these areas that may be able to help organize a new club, please contact me. 

It is good to know that the Standing Committee now has a new chairperson – Bob Cole, along with two reps from the West and two from the East. This will help with the communication between Canadian clubs as well as set the stage for some good information and activities at the Canadian Conference in Penticton, BC in October.

For the Canadian Conference, car-pooling from Edmonton should be fun. Everyone enjoyed the trip to Hay River. Let’s do it again!

If you are not going on the Outbound to Costa Rica and Mexico in February, you may consider joining another Canadian club on their Outbound or join a Festival that is advertised in the FF magazine. There is lots of choice!

Montana is sending news soon of a Festival there in early August, 2007. FF Lethbridge usually invites us to stop over on our way to Montana. A representation from here would help to promote our  Festival, and our 10th Anniversary Celebration in 2008.

 The North Rockies Regional Conference

will be fun with clubs from Montana as 

well as from Alberta and BC.

Marjorie Eckert
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