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FRIENDSHIP LINKS

    FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF EDMONTON AND AREA NEWSLETTER  

                                           JANUARY/ 2008

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Dear friends,

As we enter a new year we can again reflect on the many successes and some challenging encounters this past year.  We are encouraged by the continued growth and active vibrancy of our club; the opportunities to renew and expand our friendships at home and to meet new friends from faraway places continues to be a major focus of Friendship Force Edmonton and Area.

2008 promises to be another interesting  and exciting year.  There are many activities and events planned to encourage opportunities that foster sharing and strengthening the bonds of friendship here at home.  We also look forward to new adventures and the prospect of meeting and learning from new friends from other parts of the world.  Later this summer we hope to expand our horizons and our friendship base by hosting guests from Burundi and Columbia.  Twenty six of our members are looking forward to their outbound experience later this fall to Berlin and Turkey. Some of our members have also expressed interest in participating in the Friendship Force International

Conference in the Gold Coast, Australia in October, 2008.

Plans are also underway for an exciting year of friendship activities in 2009. The major event of that year will be the hosting of our ‘Edmonton Festival’ in August where we will be inviting some 100 guests to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the founding of our club. 

We have also received confirmation that

our first choice for an outbound has been approved for Newcastle, Australia and Wellington, New Zealand in January, 2009. In October of that year we will be organizing an outbound to meet with other Canadian friends at the National Conference in Niagara Falls, Ontario.

We hope to take advantage of this opportunity by being hosted by a nearby American club while we are in that area.

I would like to encourage all of you to become actively involved in the many and varied opportunities aimed at building a strong friendship base at home and establishing new encounters with friends who we have not met yet.

In friendship,

Helmut Nikolai 

BOOK SALES for BURUNDI

Our used book sales in the last couple of years have raised funds to help feed the orphaned street children in Burundi. Money that is raised is sent directly to the president of the Burundi FF Club who oversees the purchasing of food for the street children in Bujumbura.

We have a large number of books on hand and are looking for a place to hold our next sale in late April or early May. 

We will need an indoor venue with  about six tables. If you have any leads please contact Frank or Jessie Parker.

We would like to reduce our stock of books prior to a sale in St. Albert in June. 

THE DICTIONARY STORY

By Jessie Parker

The schools in Burundi are introducing English as an international language in the elementary grades but the resources are minimal. We have collected a large number of English dictionaries to be sent with other items in a container to Burundi. 

Our dictionary-collecting project really mushroomed with the publication of an article in the St.Albert Gazette! Schools

supported our cause and this resulted in a large number of dictionaries ready to be shipped to Burundi.  In all, more than 100 large boxes of dictionaries and English books have been delivered to the storage depot.  These will be shrink-wrapped in large bales and stored until the container ear-marked for Burundi is ready to go.

 The books are part of a shipment that includes clothing, furniture, bicycles and other items. All of these items will be distributed according to need in Burundi. 

SOCIAL CONVENER’S REPORT 

by Lil Limberger

 73 people enjoyed a delicious Christmas potluck and a pleasant social evening at Queen Mary Park Hall on December 6, 2007. 

Three door prizes were won by Pat Ewing, John Yule and Barb Olynyk.  $34.13 was collected for the Burundi street children.  50/50 tickets yielded $121.00, half going to the winner, Jim Ewing, and half to the club. 

Expenses

Hall rental - $100.00

Clean-up -    $ 80.00

Turkeys -      $ 59.73

Door prizes- $16.92

Coffee etc. - $ 13.87

Total expenses -           $270.52

Revenue
50/50            $ 61.00

Total expenses for Party - $209.52

             2008 Activities

 February 3 - Bowling.

 Please advise Lil Limberger by

January 25 if you wish to participate.

February 29- World Friendship Day

Celebration  

6-11:30 p.m. at the German Canadian Club. Please advise Lil Limberger by February 16 if you wish to attend. 

March 8- Early Luncheon and 

General Meeting.

More details will be sent out later.

March - Square Dance Lesson

Please advise Brenda Kane if you wish to participate. Date, time and place will be arranged later.

HISTORY AND ARCHIVES

by Theresa Sarnecki

 The Board suggested that the historian should have a helper. He/she would be the photographer at most events. Please call Theresa Sarnecki if this position appeals to you.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

by Clare Scott

The following members have recently joined Friendship Force:

Denise Ryan – worked for over 20 years with the Alberta Heart and Stroke Foundation. Denise sings in a choir.

Norma Davis- studied Cultural Anthropology and is a teacher. She speaks French and volunteers with the Red Cross, Meals on Wheels, the Learning Centre and the Tibetan Foundation. Norma likes playing bridge, skiing and riding her motorcycle. Future plans include teaching English in Africa.

Sharon Schnell- is manager of post-secondary education at Grant MacEwan College and is also a gourmet cook.

Maurine Maslen- was a special- education teacher and she now tutors children in her own Centre for Positive Learning.  Maurine helps at the Mustard Seed Church and volunteers for various other groups.

Margo Wesolowski- works at the St. Albert Public Library. She has been a Brownie and Girl Guide leader and was vice-president of  Neighborhood Watch and Block Parent programs. Margo is studying Spanish, cycles, snorkels, swims and rides horses with her two teenage children.

Kathleen Harper –worked in a High School. She is an avid bridge player and likes skiing.

Ray Harper –worked as a certified Management Accountant  for 30 years. He does watercolor painting and soapstone carving. Roy volunteers at the Bissel Centre and is, also, an avid bridge player. 

INBOUND BURUNDI   2008

by Jessie Parker

We are looking forward to welcoming members of the Burundi Friendship 

ship Force Club in early July and to celebrating Canada’s birthday with them.  This is the club that our group visited in 2005. The president of the club, Jean Marie Bizimana, reports  that about 15 members will come. That number depends on how many ambassadors are issued visas by the Canadian Consulate. 

The ambassadors will have had a very long flight to Alberta from Burundi via   

Addis Ababa (Ethiopia), Frankfurt, Montreal, and finally, Calgary. They will be met by the Lethbridge Club who will host them for a week.  On June 30 or July 1 we will  pick them up from Calgary or Drumheller for a week’s stay in Edmonton and Area. From Edmonton they will travel to Quebec where two French clubs will host them for three days each.

INBOUND COLUMBIA   2008 

by Brenda Kane and Lynne Duigou

 There are 35 enthusiastic Columbian visitors from Bogota, planning to be hosted by Edmonton and Area FF Club 

in August (tentatively August 8-15).

The group is made up of seven married couples, thirteen single ladies, two single men, a mother and adult son, and one family of four including two children aged 9 and 14.  The adult visitors range in age from 41 to 75.

The Columbian ED has requested that Lynne send a letter to the embassy explaining the purpose of the visit to Canada, in order to help the visitors obtain visas. It is possible that some of the group may be refused visas.

More information about the exchange will be available soon.  Brenda will be contacting the membership in late February to begin organizing hosting.

OUTBOUND GERMANY/

TURKEY  2008

by Pat and Jim Ewing

 26 people have completed travel arrangements for the Outbound to Berlin/Brandenburg, Germany and Izmir, Turkey from September 29-October 24, 2008. Between the two homestays, there is a  4-night visit to Istanbul planned. There will also be a post-tour.

On the waiting list are the names of people who are interested in only one of the two countries.

Watch for more detailed information.

FESTIVAL ‘09 UPDATE

 by Marilyn Caskey

We have 4 applications for the Festival. This does not include at least three applications from Utah who will be adding Edmonton and Area as a post-tour.  Some clubs and individuals will be waiting to determine their Outbound schedules for 2009 before committing to our Festivals. 

We may have to host one Inbound in addition to the Festival.  Helmut is negotiating with FFI concerning this matter. 

The Western Waikato/Hamilton Club from New Zealand has been assigned for an Inbound to Edmonton and Area in May, 2009. Their president is hoping to include our Festival in their plans. 

 If you do receive a positive response from any previous hosts or guests

 please advise me. We need to know whether  personal invitations

make a difference. 

DATES TO REMEMBER

            2008

Jan. 8 – Outbound meeting

Jan. 14- Board meeting

Jan. 17 – Orientation meeting

Jan. 20- Bridge 

Feb. 3- Bowling

Feb. 24-Bridge

Feb. 29- World Friendship Day

Mar. 8 – Early luncheon and 

General Meeting

Mar.? - Square dance lesson

Apr. 14- Board meeting

May 10- General meeting              

June 9-Board meeting

July – Inbound Burundi

Aug. 18-25- Inbound Columbia

Sept. 29-Oct. 24- Outbound Germany/Turkey

             2009

Aug. 19-28 Festival

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President- Helmut Nikolai

Past-President- Marion Boutillier

Vice-President- Marilyn Caskey

Secretary- Suzanne Schnell

Treasurer- Barbara Harvey

Membership- Clare Scott

Social Convener- Lil Limberger

Communications-Larry/Donna Wyatt

Publicity-Laura Larsen

History/Archives- Theresa Sarnecki

Fellowship- Myrtle Slack

Nominations-Jeanne McKenzie

Inbound Burundi- Jessie Parker

Inbound Columbia- Brenda Kane

Outbound Germany/Turkey- Pat and Jim Ewing

’09 Festival EDs- Jessie/Frank Parker and Ron/Barbara Ashmore

*********************************

 Who invented e-mail?

Email was invented in l971 by engineer Ray Tomlinson, who worked for a company hired by the U.S. Department of Defence to build the first Internet. Before that electronic messages could only be read by other users of the same computer.  Tomlinson’s program allowed the message to be sent between computers on the same network. The first email read ‘QWERTYUIOP’, the top row of letters on a standard keyboard.

A WORLD OF FRIENDS IS A WORLD OF PEACE.
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