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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT

Reported by Helmut Nikolai

After a long and, at times, grueling winter and the return home of many of our ‘Snowbird’ friends, we can reflect upon what has been a busy and hectic year.  With the coming of summer we look forward to more exciting experiences and interesting opportunities in the Friendship Force.

With the help of strong leadership from Marj Eckert, Lynne Duigou and Donna Wyatt, we had a very successful and memorable outbound experience in Heredia, Costa Rica and Xalapa, Mexico in late February and early March.  The group generally agreed that the highlight of the trip was meeting with and staying in the homes of our ‘new friends’ in the host countries.

Seven members of our club attended the Northern Rockies Regional Conference in Penticton from April 27-29. Clubs from Alberta, British Columbia, Montana, Idaho and Washington were well represented and we shared valuable and interesting information while making new friends and helpful contacts.

We were billeted with host families from Penticton in the traditional spirit of the Friendship Force.

Herb Holland and his committee have been meeting on a regular basis and have provided an interesting program for the week of July 3-8 with our ambassadors from Karsiyaka Bay, Turkey. Our members have met with the challenge of hosting our new friends and many other members have indicated an interest in day and dinner hosting and participating in the numerous activities planned.

Diana and I, along with a small group of teachers from Victoria School for the Performing Arts and our Friendship Force Committee, have been meeting regularly throughout the year to establish an interesting and exciting curriculum and activities for forty-two students and eight teachers from Global Youth Institute. We have encountered some challenges that we hope, with the help of our membership, we will be able to tackle successfully. It is most unfortunate that the dates of the Turkey inbound coincide with the first week of GYI.  However, our most daunting challenge is that we still need hosts for many of our international students and teachers. A more detailed outline and description of GYI will be presented at our gathering on Thursday, May 24.

I am pleased to announce that FFI has granted us our first choice for our 2008 outbound. We have been notified that our destination for September, 2008 will be a week in Berlin/Brandenburg, Germany and a week with the same club that we are hosting in a few weeks, Karsiyaka Bay, Turkey.

There are many clubs in the world that are interested in Edmonton.  We have been scheduled to host Ehime, Japan in early June and Bogota, Columbia in early August, 2008.  We hope to have committees both for the outbound and inbound in place shortly and members of our nomination committee may be calling on you soon to become involved and perhaps take a more active leadership role.

This year the Canadian National Friendship Force Conference will be held in Penticton from October 11-13. 

I would like to encourage our membership to think about participating and perhaps combine the opportunity to attend the conference and holiday in the heart of the Okanagan Valley during Wine and Festival activities.

Looking into the distant future, we will be hosting GYI in the summer of 2009 and Marion Boutillier and her committee are laying the groundwork for the Edmonton Festival that will coincide with the tenth year anniversary of the founding of our club.

I look forward to meeting with you on Thursday, May 24 and I especially look forward to meeting our new members at that time.

COSTA RICA – MEXICO OUTBOUND, Pre-tour and Post-tour,

February 15-March 9, 2007

When asked about the ‘favorite things’  

on the pre-tour, most people spoke about staying at a jungle lodge in Tortuguero The howler monkeys, birds and lush vegetation were highlights of the rain forest.

 The tour guide, David, was very knowledgeable. 

A visit to the Arenal Volcano site was

spectacular.

 In Costa Rica, the afternoon spent in the warm waters of the Pacific Ocean

was a favorite for everyone. A few brave souls went snorkelling, saw sea turtles and swam with the fishes. 

Visiting an orphanage, where nine young girls were being cared for by nuns, was a

unique experience for many of us. 

The butterfly sanctuary and live hummingbirds at the La Paz Waterfall Garden were very popular attractions.

In Mexico, everyone loved the hearty welcome with everyone waving, singing and holding up signs.

The music, dancing, art murals at the Government Palace and friendliness of the people were mentioned.

The city of VeraCruz had many attractions for tourists; touring the waterfront and city,  a market, coffee houses,  and a street dance in the evening. 

For first timers, Pat and Jim Ewing, the experience of being in a homestay can be summed up in these words,’We enjoyed it all, but getting to know our  hosts’ families was a highlight.’

Two favorites of the post-tour were the pyramids in Teotihuacan and the tour to the Guadalupe Shrine.

.Outbound Journal by the Ambassadors can be found at:
www.friendshipforceedmonton.org
Then go to the “Exchanges” page.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

ATLANTA, MARCH 1-3, 2007

Reported by Clare Scott 

In attendance were over 500 members from 28 different countries (4 from Edmonton).

We arrived in Atlanta to find that some interesting tours had been scheduled for the pre-conference days, February 27-28. We were disappointed to miss those. 

On Thursday, March 1, a tour to the CNN (Cable News Network) Building and the Martin Luther King Jr. Centre were scheduled. Unfortunately, due to some confusion in arrangements, we started two hours late. The tours had to be shortened considerably.

Visiting  the church where Martin Luther King Jr. had preached was very inspiring.

Later, we found out that there was a Mahatma Ghandi Museum nearby that we could have visited.

The 30th Anniversary Celebration was held in the Grand Ballroom of the Georgia Aquarium in the evening.

Time had been allotted to visit the aquarium, the largest in the world, before the banquet. Again, this tour had to be shortened because of a late bus.

We had only 12 minutes to view the magnificent Aquarium and to glance at  the Silent Auction and Raffle.

After the banquet we were entertained by the Harmony International Youth Choir and a showing of the 30th Anniversary Video. Following this,  the introduction of international delegations,  the recognition of special guests, sponsors and Legacy Campaign contributors and remarks by the President of Friendship Force International, George Brown.

A dance brought this memorable 30th anniversary celebration to a close.

On Friday, March 2, we attended two workshops, ‘Think Globally, Act Locally’ and ‘Exchanges That Make a Difference.’

 There was discussion on how to attract new and younger members to the Association.

A bus tour to the Friendship Force offices was delayed, but I persevered and eventually got there. The offices are located in a very attractive building with very pleasant work areas. Many fascinating gifts from around the world are displayed throughout the offices.

On Saturday, March 3, we arranged a display promoting our 2009 Festival. It attracted much interest and we were able to give out many brochures.

More information on the Atlanta Conference and 30th Anniversary Celebration can be found at:

www.friendshipforce.org
After the conference, participants departed for homestays throughout the southeastern United States.

We greatly appreciated our hosts driving  to Atlanta to pick us up for our first

homestay in South Carolina,  and driving us  back to Atlanta airport at the end of the week

WINNIPEG EXCHANGE – March 4-18, 2007   (reported by Clare Scott)

Myra Avey and I joined the Winnipeg Friendship Force Club Outbound to Anderson, Carolina and Clearwater, Florida on March 4, 2007. 

Unfortunately, Myra  was unable to continue the trip when she fell and broke her wrist at the Chicago airport.

The homestay in South Carolina was wonderful. We toured a nuclear plant and antebellum plantations which portrayed life in the American South from the late 1700’s through the turn of the century.  Each day we traveled to a different city or town to see the sights and we visited a different home for a dinner party every night. We spent one evening hearing Bluegrass bands. 

The minimum size for a lot in Anderson, North Carolina, is one acre and can go up to ten acres, most being lakeside.

The brick houses are beautiful and spacious, costing about $150,000. I’d be South Carolina  bound if I could!

In Clearwater, Florida, we took a boat to witness how sponges are obtained by divers, toured a former Cuban cigar factory, and watched a Cuban make cigars which were later sold in their museum. We also saw where the lector sat in a very high chair reading to the workers all day long to provide them a quality education.  The cigar rollers had their own housing complex, which we toured and found very impressive.

Another highlight was a visit to the Salvador Dali Art Gallery.

The weather was beautiful, the people were wonderful, and it was a most enjoyable exchange.

FIELD REP NEWS

Reported by Marjorie Eckert

Eight Edmonton&Area Club members attended the Northern Rockies Regional Conference held in Penticton, BC, Canada, April 27-29. Many very active members from our Western Canadian clubs and Northwestern United States clubs were there. This was a practise run

for Penticton as they will be hosting the National Conference this fall.  

I look forward to this event since the Regional Conference was so well planned. My compliments to the organizing committee.

There is a new club in Eastern Canada. Bob Cole has moved to Haliburton, ON and has started a new club there. 

GLOBAL YOUTH INSTITUTE

Reported by Diana McIntyre

Edmonton &Area Friendship Force is hosting the Welcome and Farewell Potlucks for the Global Youth Institute.

We should all try to attend both functions and give these young leaders-in-training a real Alberta Welcome!

June 30 – Welcome Potluck at ACT Centre, Rundle Park, 6:00 p.m.

There will be Native entertainment and a presentation by the RCMP.

Please bring a dish for 10 people.

July 20 – Farewell Potluck at ACT Centre, Rundle Park, 6:00 p.m.

We will be entertained by our visitors from the GYI.

Please bring a dish for 10 people.

If you can come early (4:30) to set up,

please contact Elma Pawl at 462-7545. 

OUR ONE CHANCE IN 2007!

Reported by MaryAnne Wichmann

Inbound Turkey, July 3-8, 2007

For all NEW and LONG time members, this is our ONE time, in 2007, that we 

have the privilege to meet and greet Friendship Force friends here in Alberta!

Karsiyaka Bay, Turkey FF Club is arriving on Tuesday, July 3.

The delight of this exchange is that our club will be hosted by the same club in 2008.  It’s the first time in our club’s 10-year history that we are able to host, then return the following year to visit a club as ambassadors.

Personally, I was hosted by this fantastic club in 2003 and it was a ‘WOW’ experience! They are such great people and we had so much fun.

I encourage our members to attend as many of  the following activities as possible:

June 20 Workshop – for all home-hosts, dinner hosts, general membership,

at Wichmann’s, 7:00 p.m.

July 3 Welcome Dinner – potluck, 

7:00 p.m. Whitecroft Hall, Sherwood Park.

July 4 Voyageur Canoe ride, a.m. 
Picnic lunch in the river valley, 

Fort Edmonton tour, p.m.

July 5 City Hall tour, a.m. Kids in the Hall lunch, Waste Management, p.m.

July 6 Free day, planned gathering of all ambassadors taking their hosts for dinner at the same location.

July 7 Royal Alberta Museum, 9-11

Farewell Dinner – Milburn Hall, Millwoods.

July 8 – our friends leave very early.

VISIT FROM FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF ATLANTA

Reported by Marilyn Caskey

Edmonton &Area Friendship Force will be hosting 14 people from Atlanta for one night only, Sunday, September 16, 2007. From here, they will travel to Hay River, Northwest Territories.

There are 3 couples, a mother-daughter pair, 4 ladies, a single lady and a single gentleman. We will require 8 home-hosts. 

Please give some thought to hosting for this occasion. The Hosting Committee will be contacting club members in late July.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Reported by Donna Wyatt

Meetings to explain Friendship Force to potential members were held in January and April. Please  welcome new members: Audrey Barner, Max and Nancy Zeise, Anne Dobko, and Dale and Karen Henderson. 

We now have a total of 87 members.

Positive feedback about the Edmonton & Area FF website has been received. Newsletters, forms that are needed, reports about Inbound groups and Outbound trips are all posted there for your reference.

We encourage our members to send photos of FF activities to be posted on the website. 

As of May 27, there were 750 visits to 

                             www.friendshipforceedmonton.org.

SOCIAL EVENTS

Reported by Lil Limberger

On February 3, a Let’s Eat Out  was held at the Acajutla Restaurant.

On March 1, a small but enthusiastic group from Edmonton and Area met at Kamile’s Turkish Café in Edmonton. The menu featured baklava, hummus, babagnough, gyros, felafel and pita. 

 This restaurant was chosen  because of this year’s exchange from Turkey, July 3-10.  Edmonton & Area FF will be visiting Turkey in 2008.
April 14 – Lou and Lynne Duigou hosted a craft  and social evening for the

 ambassadors to Costa Rica /Mexico. Crafters had the opportunity to make a

Costa Rican coffeemaker. 

All the components had been prepared by Lou and Lynne and Larry Wyatt.

Following that, we had a delicious potluck dinner, picture sharing, video, and evaluation of the Outbound.

UPCOMING SOCIAL EVENTS
May 24 – Social, general meetingand travel evening (Costa Rica/Mexico). 

 Book and magazine sale.

September 13 – Travel evening (Tanzania)  and Potluck Supper.

December 6 – Christmas party

.BURUNDI BOOK FUND
Reported by Jessie Parker

The street kids in Burundi still need to be fed and every little bit helps. When you come to the social evening on May 24, please bring any books and magazines that you have finished reading. These are being collected for a book sale to be held at the United Church in St. Albert. 

Of course, if anyone wants to select some books or magazines for summer reading, you are most welcome to do so. Books are 5/$1 and magazines are 10/$1.

Last year, we were able to raise $250 US, which translates into lots of rice and beans for the kids.

FESTIVAL 2009 NEWS

Reported by Marion Boutillier

Festival arrangements will be completed by the end of June so that the  information can published by Friendship Force International, Atlanta.

The theme is the 10th anniversary of Edmonton & Area Friendship Force.

The last week in August or first week of September will be chosen.  

The number of ambassadors will be limited to 100. The program will feature the history and culture of Edmonton and Area and includes overnight stays and trips out of town.

HISTORY AND ARCHIVES

Members who participated in the Outbound ’07 travel or those who attended the International Conference and 30th Anniversary Celebration in Atlanta, please send or bring a photo to Theresa Sarnecki who will insert them in our Edmonton & Area FF Archives.

FELLOWSHIP REPORT

Reported by Myrtle Slack

Get Well cards have been sent to Ed Feist, Myra Avey and Irene Moir who each broke a wrist, and to Audrey Morris who had heart surgery.

100 YEARS OF SCOUTING

Reported by Stu Hosler

Running from April through to June 23rd, the Strathcona County Museum will have a very special collection from Scouts Canada celebrating 100 years of Scouting Fun and Adventure. You will see an incredible display depicting the journey of Scouting from its origins at the experimental camp on Brownsea Island, England in l907, to its current position as one of Canada’s #1 youth organizations. Admission is only $3 and tours are Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. to

4 p.m. For more information call

467-8189. Private evening/weekend tours for Scout or Cub groups or other interested groups may be arranged by calling Stu Hosler at 467-9331. Cost for these tours is $5 per person.

The exhibit is divided into five sections. 

Section 1 introduces Baden Powell, tells the story of the experimental camp at Brownsea Island and finishes with the introduction of Scouting to Central and Northern Alberta beginning with the appearance of the first groups in 1908.

Section 2 is the core of the exhibit and contains the three main Principles of Scouting, Duty to God, Duty to Others and Duty to Self. For each part we chose two or three topics and used local examples from the past and the present to show the continuing relevance. 

Section 3 focuses on the Brotherhood of Scouting as told through Jamborees. 

Section 4 deals with today’s programs and Section 5 focuses on Gilwell Traditions (Leadership Training).

For anyone who has ever been involved in Scouting, this will bring back a lot of memories. For those who have never been in Scouting, it provides a very good idea of what Scouting is all about, and its relevance to today’s youth.

DATES TO REMEMBER

May 24 – Social/Travel Evening

                 Book/Magazine Sale

June 20 – Turkey Inbound meeting

                  Wichmann’s, 7:00.

June 30 – GYI Welcome Potluck

                 ACT Centre, Rundle Park

                 All members invited.

July 1-20 – Global Youth Institute

July 3-8 – Turkey Inbound

July 3 -    Welcome Potluck

                 Whitecroft Hall, S.Park

July 7 – Farewell Dinner

                 Milburn Community Hall,

                  Millwoods 

July 20 – GYI Farewell Potluck

                 ACT Centre, Rundle Park

                 All members invited.

Sept. 10 – Board meeting

Sept. 13 – Volunteering in Tanzania

                  and Potluck

Sept. 16 – One-night hosting Atlanta

Oct. 11-13 – National Conference, 

                      Penticton, BC.

Nov. 12 – Board meeting and AGM

Dec. 6 – Christmas Party

June, 2008 – Inbound Japan

August, 2008 – Inbound Columbia

Sept., 2008 – Outbound Germany and 

                       Inbound Turkey

 BOARD MEMBERS

Past President – Marion Boutillier

President – Helmut Nikolai

Vice-President – Marilyn Caskey

Secretary – Suzanne Schnell

Treasurer – Helen Kieran

Membership – Donna  and Larry Wyatt

Social Convener – Lil Limberger

History and Archives – Theresa Sarnecki

Communications – Linda Georgy

Fellowship – Myrtle Slack

Newsletter – Susan Supruniuk

Publicity – Laura Larsen and

                  Clarence Collins

Exchange Directors: Turkey Inbound – Herb and Kay  Holland

Exchange Directors:  Germany – Turkey Outbound – Jim and Pat Ewing
Exchange Directors: Japan Inbound – Brenda and Glen Kane

Exchange Directors: Columbia Inbound – Lynne and Lou Duigou

Global Youth Institute – Diana McIntyre            

                  And Helmut Nikolai

A WORLD OF FRIENDS IS A WORLD

                  OF PEACE

‘TOP RANKED’   A Quiz

Reprinted from the Journal

1. Country ranked #1 as a tourist destination.

2. Top gold-producing country.

3. Country that produces the most movies.

4. The tallest self-supporting structure.

5. The most-performed opera at The Metropolitan House, NY.

6. Country with the longest coastlines.

7. The longest north-south interstate highway in the US.

8. The longest-reigning English monarch.

9. Actress who won the most Best Actress Oscars.

10. The best known remaining building of ancient Greece.

Answers: 1. France  2. South Africa 

      3. India . 4.CN Tower, Toronto 

      5. ‘La Boheme’  6. Canada  7. I-95

      8. Queen Victoria  9. Katharine 

          Hepburn  10. The Parthenon
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